INTRODUCTION
Even though 4 out of 10 U.S. college students engage in heavy episodic alcohol consumption (Johnston, O'Malley, Bachman, & Schulenburg, 2008; O'Malley & Johnston, 2002; Wechsler, Dowdall, Maenner, Gledhill-Hoyt, & Lee, 1998; Wechsler, Lee, Kuo, & Lee, 2000; Wechsler & Nelson, 2001; Wechsler et al., 2002) , only a small subset consistently continues these heavy drinking patterns after college and into adulthood (Weingardt et al., 1998) . Researchers refer to this phenomenon as "developmentally limited alcoholism" (Zucker, 1987) or "maturing out" of problem drinking (Donovan, Jessor, & Jessor, 1983; Miller-Tutzauer, Leonard, & Windle, 1991; O'Malley, 2004 O'Malley, /2005 . Despite this phenomenon, however, college students' excessive alcohol consumption poses a very real threat to their safety and welfare. For example, the heavy drinking that occurs during the college years places students (both those who do, and do not, "mature out" of problem drinking) at risk for numerous deleterious and potentially life-altering consequences such as unintentional injury, engaging in unprotected sexual intercourse, violence, assault, rape, and alcohol-related motor vehicle crashes (Hingson, Heeren, Zakocs, Kopstein, & Wechsler, 2002; Hingson, Heeren, Winter, & Wechsler, 2005) . Additionally, the college student population has the greatest percentage of problem drinkers (as defined by DSM-IV alcohol dependence) , when compared to other demographic age groups (NIAAA, 2008) .
While it is possible for students to transition out of their excessive drinking behaviors after college, it is imperative that college students avoid succumbing to the harmful alcohol-related consequences associated with their drinking patterns during college. In fact, college students themselves recognize the need for such educational/interventional programming aimed at reducing negative alcohol-related consequences. For instance, after conducting a qualitative investigation into the methods college students employ to minimize alcohol consumption-related harm to both themselves and others, Howard, Griffin, Boekeloo, Lake, and Bellows (2007) concluded, " 
In terms of informational and behavioral needs, students expressed both frustration at being taught only to abstain from drinking and genuine interest in acquiring specific kinds of knowledge and skills. Salient among their concerns was knowing how to drink responsibly [emphasis added]. . ." (p. 252).
While researchers have attempted to include responsible drinking as a behavioral outcome in their interventions, so far these attempts have suffered from serious methodological limitations. Specifically, researchers are "consistently inconsistent" in their efforts to identify explicit characteristics of responsible drinking (Barry & Goodson, 2010, p. 301) . To date, there is a dearth of both evidence-based and theoretically derived research identifying specific, empirical, responsible drinking characteristics (Barry & Goodson, 2010 Although an initial investigation into the specific beliefs and behaviors college students associate with responsible drinking has been conducted (Barry & Goodson, 2011a) 
, to date, there is no substantive research establishing the various contextual factors that may influence the practice of these beliefs. Consequently, this article seeks to expand the currently limited body of evidence associated with responsible drinking by reporting (a) the contextual factors influencing one's decision to drink responsibly, (b) the prevalence of these factors within a sample of Texas college students, and (c) whether the prevalence of these factors varies as a function of sex and/or binge drinking status.
As a caveat, we wish to point out that this study does not address "moderate drinking" (Dufour, 1999; Green, Polen, Janoff, Castleton, & Perrin, 2007) (Barry & Goodson, 2011a) .
METHODS
This study employed a partially mixed sequential dominant status design (Leech & Onwuegbuzie, 2009) Creswell, Plano Clark, Gutmann, and Hanson (2003) (Morgan, 1998) . An "emergent design" approach also guided the data collection process (Lincoln & Guba, 1985) .
Participants. (Thomas, 2006 (Buhi, Goodson, & Neliands, 2008 (e.g., class, test, etc.) have on the drinking levels of college students (Correia, Benson, & Carey, 2005; Skidmore & Murphy, 2011; Wood, Sher, & Rutledge, 2007 (Skidmore & Murphy, 2011, p. 65 (Borsari, 2004) (Kuo, Wechsler, Greenberg, & Lee, 2003; Murphy & MacKillop, 2006; Skidmore & Murphy, 2011 (Borsari & Carey, 2001) . For example, researchers note peer drinking as a significant predictor of alcohol misuse among adolescents (Tyler, Stone, & Bersani, 2006) and identify perceived peer norms as correlating greatly with alcohol consumption rates (Olds & Thombs, 2001) . Overall, the "prevalence of alcohol-based social opportunities on campus contributes to the potency of peer influence on individual attitudes and behaviors" (Borsari & Carey, 2001, p. 392 (Thombs, 1999) .
missing, it could not be justified to employ complex analytical technique(s) to calculate imputable scores. Moreover, it was determined that data were missing at random (MAR). Researchers categorize data MAR as "ignorable"
A final subtheme emerging from the qualitative phase worth noting is that of a designated caretaker, or "mother hen" to look after inebriated peers. While previous research has documented how college students care for their drunk peers [e.g., " carried home, given a garbage can to throw up in, or extracted from a sexually threatening situation" (Lederman & Stewart, 2005, p. 16) (Barry & Goodson, 2011a) , the quantitative findings from this investigation revealed that they also have less responsible drinking motives and more responsible drinking barriers. These findings coincide with the fact that male college students regularly exceed their female counterparts with regard to the frequency and quantity of alcohol consumption, occurrence of excessive alcohol use, and experienced alcohol consumption-related consequences (e.g., party, dinner, etc.) had less motivators for, and perceived significantly more barriers to, responsible drinking (Barry & Goodson, 2011b (Lincoln & Guba, 1985) (Chen & Goodson, 2010) .
CONCLUSION
Overall, this research builds upon and enhances previous investigations outlining the behavioral beliefs college students have about responsible drinking (Barry & Goodson, 2011a 
